
Montana Traffic Education 
Standards 

2015

Fran Penner-Ray
OPI Traffic Education Director

Harold Lair 
MT DRIVE Instructor, Polson Montana



TE Standards and Requirements

• State of Montana Young Drivers

• Administrative Rules – Programs, Teachers 
Vehicles,  CDTP TEP TELL 

• Engaging parents in driver education and GDL

• Quality driver education and involving parents 
Keys Parent Teen Homework- Parent Drive Test



HB 284 PASSED in 2015

AN ACT PROMOTING 

SAFE SCHOOLS AND 

CREATING THE BULLY-

FREE MONTANA ACT; 

PROVIDING

DEFINITIONS; 

PROHIBITING BULLYING 

OF STUDENTS; AND 

CLARIFYING REDRESS.



Montana Bike Laws updated HB280

Vehicles may cross center line to pass 



Traffic Education and Reducing Young Driver Crashes
Affordable Accessible Driver Education

Montana 2014

138 High Schools

8530 Students

69% of eligible teens

CDTP 2014

124 High Schools

7366 TELL 86%

4091 Waive Road Test



Montana Graduated Driver License (GDL) effective July 1, 2006

GDL







Module 4.4 Rural and Highway Driving

Road Departure Fatal Crashes 

in Rural Montana (2003-2012)



http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/datastats/crashdata



Parent Meeting Required ARM 10.13.307

What kind of driver are you raising?



Parent Meeting Required ARM 10.13.307

What are the critical driving errors 
for learner teen drivers?

• Speed control

• Hazard detection and avoidance 

• Lane management problems

• Timely braking

• Negotiating curves

• Intersection and left turns

• Following distance 

These factors cause crashes, but
what kills? 

Not wearing a seat belt
CHOP Research: Accid Anal Prev. 2014 Nov;72:433-9







4.4 -

Slow-Moving Vehicles

15

What problems will you encounter 

as you approach these trucks?

Module 4.4 Rural and Highway Driving



Raising the Bar 

16

• Problem–solving

• Critical thinking

• Communication

• Teamwork

• Research

• Use of Technology 





M 4.2-18

• National Standards

• Montana Code Annotated

• Administrative Rules of 
Montana (ARM)

• Board of Public Education

Module  4.2  Curves and Hills

Montana Traffic Education Standards and 

Requirements based on:



Passing Lanes

Module 4.4 Rural and Highway DrivingMontana Teen Driver Education and Training



TE Content Standards

and Benchmarks added in 2012 

ARM 10.14.401-409



4.4 -

Traffic Education

Increasing Days to Extend Learning

21 
Days

23 
Days

25 
Days

ARM 10.13.307

2002

2003

2004 GDL 2006

1989
20 Days



BTW instruction 

6 BTW hours on 

6 Days

up to 12 hours

observation

Traffic Education Days and Hours
Required for each student

25 Days

60 Hours



Route Planning

ARM 10.13.307

use lesson plans that 

maximize student-centered 

learning activities and 

integrate  with 

objective-based route plans 

for BTW instruction

Module 7.2 Owning Vehicle Trip Planning



Vehicles ARM 10.13.311

• Dual Control Brakes

• Safety belts 

• Two signs

Identification with two exterior signs  
clearly visible and readable to 
pedestrians and other traffic  

• Student Driver or

• Driver Education



Vehicles ARM 10.13.311

Two exterior mirrors and a teacher's rear view mirror

Module 2.1 Preparing to Drive 



Vehicles ARM 10.13.311

Headlights must be in use at all times

Module 3.3 Mixing with Traffic



Traffic Education Teachers 

• Educator License

• Acceptable 
Driving Record

• Initial 8 credits –
4 more with each 
renewal until TE 
endorsement.

ARM 10.13.310



Traffic Education Teachers

• More than one moving traffic 
violation within any 12 month 
period of the previous 36 
months.

• DUI

• Suspended or revoked license 

Acceptable Driving Record free from: 



Your driving record is for life 
Habitual Traffic Offender 

• 30 or more convictions points in 3 years   (MCA 61-11-212)

License revoked and no driver’s license for 3 years.

Ten speeding tickets = 30 points = revoked license 

Module 7.1 Drivers License



Module  6.4 Dangerous Emotions



Drive by the Rules

Keep the Privilege 

Module 7.1 Drivers License





Montana Teen Driver 
Education Curriculum 

2012-2014 Update Project funded by 
OPI and MDT includes:

• Learner-centered activities 
• Real-world driving scenarios 
• Driver decision points
• Find-Solve-Control



Where should you search and what should 
you do about your speed? 

Module 4.3 Urban Driving

Why is there a flashing light?

Montana Teen Driver Education and Training



Spring Break Road Trip

Dust Storm in Idaho

Monida Pass Whiteout

I-15 Boulder Hill Closed

Module 7.1 Drivers License 



Montana Board of Public Education
2014 update to  Educator Preparation Standards  
Traffic Education 10.58.526 changes effective July 1, 2015 include:

• scanning, limiting distractions, risk management
• vehicle balance
• vehicle safety technology
• professional development 
• community support
• driving skills required to operate and control vehicle from 

both the driver’s and instructor’s seats to successfully handle 
adverse and emergency situations;

• traffic education issues, i.e., parent involvement, zone control, 
reference points, distracted, drowsy, impaired and aggressive 
driving, and graduated driver licensing;



Montana Teen Driver & Training Curriculum

CDTP – Age 14.5 to test 
Traffic Education Permit 

To drive only with instructor 

After GDL 50 hours 

and minimum  

6 months 

of supervised driving 

practice and 

No alcohol, drug or 

traffic violations



Montana Teen Driver & Training Curriculum 38

Driver Examiners 

need TELL Test 

scores written on 

Driver License 

Application forms.  

Within 3 days send 

with TE03/04 Student 

List and include 

TEP/TELL dates

CDTP – Age 14.5 to test 



Montana Teen Driver & Training Curriculum 39

TEDRS  - Print TELL and CDTP Road Test forms

Send passing 

CDTP Road 

Test  forms 

with final 

TE03/04 

Student List 

to Driver 

Examiner



GDL Step One: 50 hours • 10 at night

The Starting Line is knowing 
the Rules of the Road …

then it’s time to practice

Driving experience develops competence





Montana KEYS 
Parent Teen Homework



Montana KEYS 
Skill Assessment 

www.OPI.mt.gov
Driver Education Curriculum

http://www.opi.mt.gov/


GDL First-Year Restricted License





Montana’s Graduated Driver Licensing Law 
included MCA 61-5-135 requiring education on distracted driving

61-5-135. Education on distracted driving

(1) The department, in consultation with the superintendent of public instruction, 

shall encourage schools providing traffic education to include in their traffic 

education curriculum information regarding the dangers of physical and cognitive 

distractions while driving. 

(2) To reduce the risks for novice drivers, the department shall include in its 

publications intended for novice drivers information concerning the dangers of 

physical and cognitive distractions while driving, including but not limited to 

mental inattentiveness because of stress, fatigue, heightened emotion, 

conversation with passengers, stereo or climate control adjustment, food and 

drink, use of electronic devices, and personal grooming. 

History: En. Sec. 5, Ch. 297, L. 2005. 

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/61/5/61-5-135.htm


How many distractions are too many? 

Module 6.1 Distracted Driving 



Over half of Montana teens report texting while driving

Some will never be heard from again



Montana High School Survey
Texting while driving 

Among students who drove a car or other vehicle during the past 30 days, the percentage who 
texted or e-mailed while driving on one or more of the past 30 days.

2011and 2013 Results Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS)
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Are we 

there yet?



4.4 -52

Beware of Invisible Cows



4.4 -



Montana School Guard Crossing Training

ARM 23.3.1101-1103



• GDL – Parent Involvement

• Affordable and Accessible 
Driver Education  

• Distracted Driving  Awareness

• Seat Belt Use

• Speed Control 

• Vigorous Enforcement  of 
Underage Drinking Laws

Fran Penner-Ray  fpenner-ray@mt.gov

Harold Lair


